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Major Change In Store For
St. Pat’s Dedicated Couple
After 31 years of dedicated service to St. Patrick Catholic
Church and its parishioners Paul and Bernadette Nelson will
soon be leaving our community for Monterey County in California which they plan to call their new home.
“We miss the ocean and our families,” said the Nelsons who
were both born and raised in cities on the central California
coast. Once the sale of their Fallon home is finalized, they will
head west for the Golden State. However, the couple does intend
to occasionally return to the Oasis of Nevada to visit with the
many wonderful friends they have made during the three decades they have lived here.
Married for 44 years on August 23rd of this year, Paul and
Bernadette came to Nevada in 1978 when Paul accepted a position as a counselor at Pershing County High School in Lovelock.
While also serving as the Lovelock Coordinator for the Lovelock Center of Western Nevada Community College (WNCC),
Paul applied for a counseling job at WNCC’s
Fallon campus and was
hired. He commuted
from Lovelock for one
year before the Nelson
family moved to Fallon
in June of 1982. After
27 years of employment with the college,
Paul retired. An elementary school teacher
Paul and Bernadette Nelson Bernadette worked for
the Churchill County
School District for over 25 years and retired in the same year as
Paul—2008.
As many who attend St. Patrick Church are aware, the Nelsons have long been active participants in the life of the parish
and its congregation. Paul and Bernadette were first called into
community while members of St. John the Baptist in Lovelock
and then, under Father Larry Quilici at St. Pat’s in Fallon and
through his small, faith-sharing groups called SPARK, continued their spiritual journey. From their experiences they learned
that “church is more than you and God and faith” and is about
involvement and service and community. In the ensuing years
Paul and Bernadette have given of themselves, and their time
and energy, under six additional St. Patrick Church pastors: Fathers John McShane, Stan Wisniewski, Ariel Arias, Larry Morrison, Oliver Curran and, currently, Tony Quijano.
According to the Nelsons their parish involvement “has pro(Continued on page 2)

CONFIRMATION RECIPIENTS: Among those receiving the
sacrament on Confirmation at this year’s Easter Vigil service on
Sat.,. March 30, at St. Patrick Church were the above RCIA students
(from left to right) Courtney Butori, Jes Tews and Shoshanah Melancon. Courtney’s sponsor was her brother Jamie of Colorado, while
Shoshanah’s cousin Kristin Lewis of Reno was her sponsor. Linda
and Wes Tews sponsored their son Jes. Not pictured is Linda Runion
who received the Holy Eucharist for the first time and was also confirmed at the Easter Vigil.

A Wish For St. Patrick Church And Its Community
Editor’s Note: I asked Paul and Bernadette Nelson to share
with me their “wish for St. Patrick Church and its community.”
The following is their beautifully written response which I was
given permission to print for you in this newsletter.

For us our Catholic faith is our relationship with Christ as
lived out within the community. St. Patrick’s Community
welcomed us in 1982 in the faces of Bob and Shirley Fabel,
Maurice and Georgia Hanifan, Gary and Susan Imelli, and
Father Lawrence Quilici. We were welcomed, loved and challenged to grow spiritually and to put that love into action. Our
life has continued to be blessed by the kindness, support and
encouragement of holy people at St. Patrick’s—people like
the McElvain family, Father Tony, and, most recently, the
members of our Why Catholic? group. We are all invited by
God to love Him and love our neighbor. You at St. Patrick’s
have loved us into striving to truly live that commandment.
Our hope for this community is that you seek to grow spiritually by all available means and that this new (multipurpose)
building becomes the walls from which the people at St. Patrick’s go out to make known—through their welcome, support
and love—the acceptance, forgiveness and love of God in the
world…”for you yourselves have been taught by God to love
one another.” (1 Thessalonians 4:9)
—-Paul and Bernadette Nelson
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Portuguese Festa
May 18 & 19
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These blocks, located to the east of Moiola Hall,
were recently purchased at sale prices in preparation for the construction of St. Patrick’s new
multipurpose building for which major fundraising efforts have been ongoing since Dec. 2012.
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Wayne Crooks

Capital Campaign Update
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According to Jane Moon, Build Out Project
Facilitator, the capital campaign has
amassed over $900,000 in cash and pledges
toward the construction of St. Patrick
Church’s new 10,500 sq. ft. multipurpose
building. Officials are currently engineering
the building’s structure. The parish will be
“breaking ground” as soon as the Build Out
Committee determines that all important
preliminary tasks have been sufficiently
completed. If you would have not already
made a pledge to support this effort you
may still do so by contacting Jane Moon at
423-8963. Every little bit helps!

Dedicated Couple (Continued from page 1)
vided us with the opportunity to work together in God’s service.”
Beginning with their participation many years ago in a Marriage Encounter weekend, fostered by Wayne and Ellen
Crooks, the Nelsons said they “were challenged to use our sacrament to honor and glorify God.” Taking that challenge and
putting it into action the couple started to lector and teach religious education together.
Youth ministry—where they encouraged young people “to
grow in faith and turn that faith into service in order to make a
difference in the world” - was another of the activities they
shared. Under their guidance parish youth learned the importance of “feeding the hungry” by helping with Joanie’s Pantry,
Fallon Daily Bread, Christmas food baskets, the Super Bowl of
Caring, and the Lenten rice bowls. Paul and Bernadette were
also among the adults who took St. Pat’s youth on seven annual
“Resurrection Celebration” Easter youth trips to Mexico with
Amor Ministry for the purpose of building houses for those
living under poor conditions. One high point was travel in 2002
with five youth to World Day in Toronto, Canada, where Pope
John Paul II affirmed and challenged all youth “to grow spiritually and spread God’s love in the world by how they live.“
In addition, Paul has participated in the “nuts and bolts” of
church service by serving on the parish council three times and

The annual Portuguese Festa will take place at
St. Patrick’s Church and Moiola Hall this
weekend. On Sat., May 18, festivities will begin at 8 p.m. with dancing to the music of the
9th Street Band, followed by the crowning of
the queens and the serving of linguisa on rolls.
Tickets for adults are $5, while children 12
years old and younger are admitted for free. On
Sun., May 19, festa participants will walk in a
procession from West End School to St. Patrick’s Church where Mass will be celebrated at
11 a.m. after which all are invited to enjoy
sopas and an auction. Enjoy the celebration!

Thank you to our Hispanic community for its
generous donation of
$1,370.76—raised as a
result of food sales on
Cinquo de Mayo, May
5—to the parish’s building fund!
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being its chair twice.
To the Nelsons—THANK YOU for your service to the St.
Patrick Church community. May God bless you always!

Sister Marie Cooper Here May 22
Sister Marie Cooper, SJC, plans a return visit to St. Patrick
Church to conduct a parish mission—Meeting Christ In
Prayer—on Wed., May 22, 6:30-9 p.m.
This event is described as the high point of the fourth year
of Why Catholic? during which the tradition of prayer and
spirituality form the focus for reflection.
Everyone is invited to this evening of prayer when time will
be spent with Jesus and the Woman of Samaria at the well.
Sister Marie, who travels all over the world on behalf of
RENEW International, also presented a retreat on the Eucharist
last year at St. Patrick Church.
RENEW International fosters spiritual renewal in the
Catholic tradition by empowering individuals and communities
to encounter God in every day life, deepen and share faith, and
connect faith with action.
(Toda la parroquia está invitada a particpar. ¡Ven y participa en este retiro! Lugar: St. Patrick Church—Locacion:
Rose Room—Fecha: Lunes, Mayo 20, 2013—Horario: 6:309:30 p.m.)
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GRADUATING SENIORS: Members of the Knights of Columbus celebrated St. Patrick youth graduating from Churchill County High School
on June 7, 2013, by preparing and serving a delicious breakfast on Sun., May 12, at Moiola Hall. Pictured above are (back row from left to right)
Shelby Robinson, Cady Cordes, Molly Black, Tanner Booth, guest speaker Bernadette Nelson, Abigail Belbin, Lacie McElvain, Juanita Gonzalez, and (front row from left to right) Melessa Camilon, Brian Koch, Wesley Kyte and brother Buster Kyte and Morgan Olson. Not pictured
are Jose Barrera, Christina Dowd, Keith Grimes, Samantha Heck, RoseMary Homma, Hailey Jorgensen, Alexis Romero, Elaine Schmitz, Lyndsey Thurston, Mikala Torres and Luiz Vicencio. Recipients of Knights of Columbus scholarships of $400 each are Abigail Belbin, Juanita Gonzalez and Lacie McElvain. The two alternates are Molly Black and RoseMary Homma. (Photo by Mary Koch)

Congratulations Class of 2013!
June Calendar

Web Site Up and Running!

Newsletter News

June 1 & 2—Sat. & Sun.—
Walk For Life presentation at all MassesJune 7—Fri.—Churchill County High
School graduation
June 14—Fri.—Flag Day
June 16—Sun.—Father’s Day
June 17—Mon.—Health screenings—
Watch for flyers with details
June 29—Sat.—Blood Drive—Knights
of Columbus

Don’t forget to check out the new St.
Patrick Church web site—located online
at www.stpatricksparish.org—for the
Mass and Reconciliation schedules, a
calendar of events, announcements,
newsletters, and more. Thanks to Father Tony, the parish council, and
Brenda Boone for making this possible.

If you would like your St.
Patrick Church group pr
organization featured in
SPCC Happenings, contact editor Ginny Dugan at
423-4559 or duganmv@cccomm.net. All
articles and photos are subject to the
final approval of the pastor and church
office staff. The newsletter is normally
published the 3rd weekend of the month.

MEMORIAL DAY—MONDAY—MAY 27
Remember those who gave their lives
for our country and our freedom.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED WHEN JOANIE’S PANTRY IS
OPEN ON WED., 2-3 PM, AND FRI., 10-11 AM. CONTACT FAY ROGERS AT 423-8237 IF YOU CAN HELP.
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Above is the floor plan of the new multipurpose building for which St. Patrick Church is currently raising funds, to pay for its construction, through the parish’s capital campaign, Preserving Our Past—Ensuring Our Future With Christ As Center. It includes a large hall
for meetings and events, a fully-equipped kitchen, laundry facilities, religious education classrooms, and offices. Many parishioners
have already made pledges in support of the project. Pledges continue to be accepted until the monetary goal for the entire project—$1.5 million—has been reached. Other fundraising efforts are also being considered by the Build Out Committee. For more
information on how you can help or if you have questions, contact Build Out Project Facilitator Jane Moon at 423-8963.
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