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Deacon Inspires Youth, Compares Life Experiences To Playing Golf
Speaker at the May 22nd Senior Breakfast honoring St. Patrick’s graduating seniors and sponsored by the local Knights of
Columbus, Council 4828, Deacon Kurt Carlson provided an
inspiring comparison of experiencing life after high school
graduation to mastering the game of golf.
An avid golfer himself Deacon Kurt began with a description of golf as “a spiritual path” because it is challenging and
“an extraordinarily difficult undertaking” which requires concentration of mind and coordination of body. “It can be the ultimate test of mind-body integration because any variance (that
is, distraction, misalignments, etc.) will produce demonstrably
poor results,” he pointed out. This can be correlated to life experiences. Deacon Kurt relayed the life lessons to be learned
from the art of playing golf. Following is a summary of his
remarks. Thank you, Deacon Carlson, for a wonderful speech!
The First Shot Is Often The Toughest. First tee jitters occur
as you prepare to hit your ball with everyone watching.
“Regardless of the result, just getting the ball out there and off
the first tee is a big relief,” Deacon Kurt observed. Life Lesson:

If you have a goal you want to
reach, the most difficult thing is
taking that first step.
Play It Where It Lies. Although
you may think you hit a beautiful
shot, you see when you walk up to
your ball that it landed in thick and
tall grass near the fairway and you
may be tempted to use your “foot”
wedge to get out of the trouble. “But
that’s not how the game works,”
Deacon Carlson
Deacon Kurt related. “You’ve got to
roll with where your ball wound up and play it where it lies.”
Life Lesson: Sometimes life doesn’t work out the way you had
hoped. You did everything you could have done, but the end
result wasn’t what you were going for. Deal with it the best
way you can.
Don’t Dwell On A Bad Shot. How you handle bad shots
(which are bound to occur over the course of nine or 18 holes)
is what can make or break your score. “Learn from it and move
on,” said Deacon Kurt. “Don’t beat yourself up over it.” Life
Lesson: Learn from your mistakes but move on them quickly.
Don’t harp on negative outcomes in your life.
(Continued on page 2)

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS—The Knights of Columbus
awarded $400 scholarships to three of St. Patrick’s graduating
seniors: Marco Guerrero, Rebecca Mills and Vivian Ugalde. The
announcement was made at the May 22nd Senior Breakfast sponsored by the Knights. Seven “top notch” applications were received,, according to Scholarship Coordinator Gary Butori. Pictured above are Gary, Rebecca, Vivian and Grand Knight Jim
Shurtliff. Marco (who was not available for the photo), the son of
Marco and Jennifer Guerrero, plans to attend the University of
Nevada, Reno to study either chemical or electrical engineering.
The daughter of Dennis and Trudy Mills, Rebecca will also attend
UNR with a goal of becoming a mechanical engineer. Vivian,
who will enter Montana State University in Bozeman, Montana, is
the daughter of Chet and Amy Ugalde. She will major in physics.

BREAKFAST WITH THE KNIGHTS—The Davison family
was among many parishioners who enjoyed a delicious breakfast—including scrambled eggs, sausage and bacon, pancakes and
biscuits with gravy—prepared by the Knights of Columbus at its
annual event for St. Patrick’s youth who are graduating from high
school this year. Pictured are Jay and Candy Davison with their
daughter Shannon and son Clay who graduates from Churchill
County High School in ceremonies at the Ed Arciniega Stadium
on Fri., May 27th.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
June 3—7 pm—Sacred
Heart Benediction
June 19—Father’s Day
Aug. 28 & 29—Ministry Fair
Sept. 24—Fall Festival
Oct. 22—Wine Tasting
Dec. 18—Christmas Party

Deacon Carlson (Continued from page 1)
Learn To Laugh At Your Bad Shots. Although you may visualize your next shot
landing perfectly on the green, you actually
shank it and hit “a worm-burner” into a bunker and a long distance from the green. You
can curse and be angry with yourself or “you
can laugh at the ridiculously bad shot you
just hit,” according to Deacon Kurt. Life Lesson: Don’t take yourself too seriously. By
learning to laugh at yourself when things
don’t work out, you can move on quicker.
And life is a lot more fun when you can
laugh.
Don’t Ever Grab A Crappy Ball To Hit It
Over The Water Hazard. Instead of pulling
out a beat up ball to hit over a water hazard,
approach the situation with confidence,
choose the best ball in the bag, and defiantly
say, “This baby is going across.” Life Lesson: Conquer obstacles with confidence.
Be Consistent. It is important to practice
in order to play golf consistently. Life Lesson: If you want to constantly improve at
anything, you have to consistently work at it.
“Even if you have a natural talent for something, if you don’t consistently use your talent, you will not have success,” Deacon Kurt
added.
Sometimes You Get Lucky. Lucky shots
occur when your ball skips five times across
water and up on to the green or your ball
“snaps, crackles and pops” its way through
trees to shoot back out into the middle of the
fairway. Life Lesson: Because luck is unpredictable, you can never rely on it. “The only
thing you can control,” Deacon Kurt stated,
“is how hard you work and how badly you
want success.”
Know Where You Are Going. Sometimes
you may be on the tee but cannot see the

green toward which you are heading. You
might pull out the scorecard to check the
hole’s diagram to determine how to aim your
shot. Life Lesson: Set goals and keep your
sights on them. If you don’t know where you
are going, you’ll never get anywhere.
Playing It Safe Isn’t Nearly As Much Fun
As Going For It. The shots you might talk
about are not the ones where you played it safe
but the ones where you took a chance and it
worked for you! Life Lesson: Sometimes in life
you have to go for it. “Dream big and take
your shots at greatness,” Deacon Kurt said.
Deacon Kurt concluded, “(Golf) is not a
spectator sport; you have to play it. Life is not
a spectator sport; you have to participate.”

2015-2016 CCD Update
Twelve boys and girls received First Communion and 18 youth were confirmed near
the end of the 2015-2016 Religious Education Program at St. Patrick Church. “The
services (on May 8 and May 18, respectively) went well,” reported Judy Northrup,
Religious Education Coordinator, “and the
year in general went very smoothly.” The
2016-2017 CCD year will tentatively start
Sun., Sept. 11. Cost will remain the same,
that is, $25 per enrolled child or a maximum of $75 for three or more children
(family rate). “We’re expecting a large 2nd
grade First Communion class next year,”
Judy said, because this year’s 1st grade
enrollment was 25. Some of this year’s
instructors will be leaving the local area.
Thus, a few new teachers will be needed
next year. If interested contact Judy, 4273919 or assistant Mary Thomas, 428-2322.

PATHWAY PAVERS—The entrance to the Prayer Garden, being constructed between the north wall of St. Patrick Church and the
south side of the parish hall, has been set with paving stones, some of which have already been engraved with the names and/or memorials of major contributors to St. Patrick’s building fund. Information about obtaining an inscribed paver will be forthcoming.

