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Fil-Am Choir Serves The Lord

Members of the Fil-Am choir include, from left to right, Julie Tan,
Merlina Bitter, Vergie Weir, Robert Hicks, Jennilee McKenzie, Lita
Beltran, Gerry Docena, Kasey Docena, Jocelyn Aulner, Pena Flauta,
and Irish Ibanez. Pictured kneeling in front of the group is Jane
Ibanez. In the photo below the choir rehearses before Saturday’s 5
p.m. Mass at the church.

St. Augustine is often given credit for the well-known
quote, “He who sings prays twice.” For members of the
Fil-Am choir singing at St. Patrick Church’s 5 p.m. Mass
on Saturdays is a prayerful gift to the parish as they share
their vocal and instrumental talents in service to the Lord.
A few years ago several of the Fil-Am parishioners
got together to form the group when they realized that
liturgical music was often needed at the Saturday afternoon Mass. Since then the choir has regularly met about
one hour prior to the beginning of the service to rehearse
hymns and important parts of the Mass.
Current director is Gerry Docena who assumed leadership of the choir after Dr. Lana Narag could no longer
perform those duties. Gerry also accompanies the singers
on a six-string guitar.
Anyone who can sing and would like to participate in
the Fil-Am choir is welcome to join.
The Fil-Am choir has been active within the parish in
other ways as well including its recent sponsorship of a
gigantic garage and food sale at the parish hall on June 28
of this year in order to raise funds for the church’s building fund. Over $2,300 was collected.
For the past two years the group has met in December
to perform Christmas caroling within the community and
raised approximately $1,200 for the parish. At St. Pat’s
special events, such as the annual Christmas party, FilAm dancers entertain guests with a number of performances.
In August of 2012 the Fil-Am choir was invited to
sing for a church service at Our Lady of Tahoe parish
where former St. Patrick pastor Father Oliver Curran had
been re-assigned pastoral duties. It also provided the liturgical music for a military serviceman’s wedding ceremony at St. Patrick Church in 2013.

CCD Registration Continues With Classes Starting Sept. 13
St. Patrick’s parishioners can register
their children for 2015-2016 religious
education classes during the weekends
of Aug. 21-22, Aug. 28-29, and Sept. 56. Sign ups will take place in the Rose
Room after the 5 p.m., 8 a.m. and 11
a.m. Masses. Classes in the parish hall
will start Sun., Sept. 13, and run from
9:15-10:45 a.m. (between the two Sun.
services) unless otherwise notified.

Parents/guardians are expected to
bring copies of birth and baptismal
certificates for each child to be registered for CCD instruction. In addition,
youth planning on receiving the sacrament of Confirmation must provide a
First Communion certificate.
Cost to attend the CCD program is
$25 per child. However, for a family of
more than three registered children, a

maximum of $75 will be charged. Payments go toward the purchase of a
variety of needed instructional materials and supplies.
If you are interested in helping with
the CCD classes, you are encouraged
to contact Judy.
“We want the parents to be involved in this educational experience,”
(Continued on page 2)
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Don’t forget—Knights of Columbus Yard Sale Aug. 29 & 30
and also its monthly breakfast
Sept. 13 after 8 am Mass
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FIRST BINGO WINNER—Volunteer Marylou Curran presents Kieran Kalt with her prize of $50 at the
initial evening of St. Patrick’s bingo held on Sat., Aug.
1, in the parish hall following the 5 p.m. Mass. Kieran
was the first winner of the night. Bingo is offered at
St. Pat’s on every 1st and 3rd Sat. of the month with
net proceeds going to the church’s building fund. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. with Bingo play starting at 6:30 p.m.
Call the parish office at 423-2846 for more information. MARK YOUR CALENDAR: On Sun., Oct.
4, a “Family Bingo” event will be held at 2 p.m.
in the parish hall. Children will be welcome to
play with their family members since nonmonetary prizes will be awarded to winners.

You Can Still Sign Up For RCIA
RCIA classes begin Aug. 25 and will meet every
Tues., 7-9 p.m., in the parish hall. You can still
sign up at the parish office during normal office
hours or at the first class attended. There is a
$35 registration fee to help defray the cost of the
instructional materials. Classes will run through
the 1st Tues. after Pentecost in May 2016.

Judy said. “I am looking
forward to the new year and
hope for an increase in the
enrollment numbers, student
enjoyment, and parent participation.”
At the present time Judy
is still recruiting for teachers, especially a 2nd grade
teacher and Confirmation
facilitators. Call the parish
office at 423-2846 or Judy at
427-3916 if you wish to volunteer.
Assisting Judy with her
responsibilities is Mary
Thomas.

Judy and Mary

to Bill and
Sandy Hillery
for their dedicated service
as co-directors of St. Patrick’s CCD program during the past two years.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS INSTALLATION—The Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree held its installation of officers on Aug. 9
at the parish hall followed by lunch at The Sandwinds in Fallon. Dave Ryan, State Master of the Fourth Degree, presided over the installation ceremony. Pictured above, from left to right, are Matt Louie, Bob Krenik, Dan Knoll, Richard Cordova, Dave Ryan, Phil Sabatino,
Dennis Kathrein, Tom Lukas (partially seen behind Dennis), John Matarazza, Gary Butori, and Richard Gerten. Seated are St. Patrick
Church’s pastor Father Anthony Quijano, Jr., and Marty Maffi. Photo submitted by Rose Marie Krenik

